
This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen 
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration 
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Manage-
ment, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Sign up to the 13 Moons listserv for the latest information on workshops 
and events by emailing thirteenmoons@fdlrez.com Don’t forget to check 
us out on Facebook! 13 Moons Ashi niswi giizisoog

Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
Binaakwe-giizis is the Falling Leaves Moon. The new moon begins October 19.Binaakwe-giizis
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Hugelkultur raised beds 
By Nikki Crowe 

The Bimaaji’idiwin Extension Garden installed a raised 
bed designed and inspired as a medicine wheel 
earlier in the 2017 growing season. Ken Hammarlund 

from Hammarlund Nursery assisted with the installation. 
A hugelkultur raised bed is used to help build up soil using 
rotting wood, cardboard, and in this case, horse manure 
used from a neighbor down Big Lake Road. This type of 
raised bed accomplishes a few things for the land and soil, 
including carbon sequestration, uses less water, and provid-
ed a use for yard debris, such as the leaves and twigs. In one 
season, the Bimaaji’idiwin Hugelkultur raised beds provided 
corn, beans, squash, strawberries, zucchini, tomatoes, and 
pollinators plants.  Photo Credits: Erika Legros 

Beginning installation

End of Season Veggies Final Touches 



Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:

Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce Ojibwe words. 
All consanants sound the same as in English.

“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in measure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in stay

I am… 
Afraid--Ningotaaj
Cold--Ningiikaj
Crazy--Ningiiwanaadiz
Hungry--Nimbakade
Mad--Ninishkaadiz
Resting--Nindanweb
Sad--Ningashkendam
Sick--Nindaakoz
Sorry--Nimaanendam
Thirsty--Ninoondeminikwe
Tired--Nindayekoz
Warm --Ningiizhooz
Well--Nimino-ayaa
Working—Nindanokii

Source: www.ojibwe.org/home/pdf/ojibwe_beginner_dictionary.pdf

Anishinaabemowin Lessons

Ashi-niswi giizisoog Ojibwemowin Page

The Resource Manage-
ment Division has 
completed a draft 

of an updated Integrated 
Resource Management Plan 
(IRMP). The plan describes 
Fond du Lac’s Natural 
Resources and discusses 
management goals and 
objectives. The 2008 plan 
has been updated to include 
climate change concerns and 
to reflect changes that have 
occurred since the previous 
version was written. You can 
view the plan using this link: 
http://www.fdlrez.com/Inte-

gratedResourceManagement-
Plan.pdf
  To submit your comments 
go to this link: http://www.
fdlrez.com/rm/index.htm. 
  Please check the News and 
Events page at www.fdlrez.
com for upcoming presenta-
tions on IRMP draft coming 
up in October and November 
2017.

Updated integrated  
Resource Management plan 
open to comments
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North American Water Office 
provides fruit trees and shrubs 

Thirty one families on the 
Fond du Lac Reservation 
chose to participate in the 

first distribution of fruit trees 
and bushes through the collab-
orative effort between NAWO 
and the Tribal and Community 
College. Apple trees, plum trees, 
blueberries, and raspberries 
were included in the initial 
planting. 
  A gravel bed and raised bed 
“Hugelkultur” were installed to 
continue an ongoing distribution 
program. This gravel bed will be 
used to start trees that are cul-
turally significant to the Ojibwe 
people. The impact of climate 

change will forever change the 
composition of forest in the 
Ojibwe Ceded Territories. Fond 
du Lac Resource Management is 
currently adopting management 
strategies that will help mitigate 
the coming changes. Demon-
strations of good gardening 
methods will be hosted through-
out the growing and harvest 
seasons. All produce will be 
used for cooking, nutrition, and 
herbal medicine workshops as 
well as community feasts.
  The Fond du Lac Tribal and 
Community College is using the 
opportunity offered by the Wild 
Berry project to do more out-

reach on fruit trees and shrubs. 
The Fond du Lac Gitigaan 
Program and Bimaaji’idiwin 
Extension Program hosted a 
Fruit Tree and Shrub workshop 
for the Fond du Lac community. 
Best growing techniques for 
the apple, plum, blueberry, and 
raspberry plants were discussed 
including preparation, soil 
amendments, pest management, 
disease, pruning, training, and 
winter protection.
  For more information about 
the North American Water Of-
fice you can visit their website: 
http://www.nawo.org/


