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Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
The new Iskigamizige-giizis, the Maple Sap Boiling Moon is April 26. Other names for this moon are 
Omakakiiwi-giizis, Frog Moon; Bobookwedaagime-giizis, Snowshoe Breaking Moon; and Maango-giizis,  
the Loon Moon.

Iskigamizige-giizis

Locating Wild Parsnip at Fond du Lac 
By Christian Nelson, FDL Resource 
Management Forester 

Five years ago, while planting 
trees, Fond du Lac Forestry 
discovered the non-native in-

vasive species wild parsnip growing 
along several different areas of the 
pipeline right-of-way. This was the 
first known occurrence of this plant 
within the Reservation. Wild pars-
nip, which is the same species of 
the carrot-like parsnip that you can 
buy at your local grocery store, is 
an aggressive plant when it leaves a 
farmer’s fields or someone’s garden. 
The plant itself is a biennial plant. 
It produces an edible tuber the first 
year after it sprouts (although out-
side of an agricultural or garden set-
ting this tuber is much smaller than a 
baby carrot and can be woody), and 
produces a tall and very loaded seed 
head the second year. It can take 
over an area by outcompeting native 
vegetation, spreads easily, and can 
cause painful photochemical burns 
and scarring that can last several 
years when the sap touches skin and 
is exposed to sunlight.
  Parsnip grows in other parts of Min-
nesota. Seeds from an infested area 
were probably brought onto the Res-
ervation with equipment or materials 
doing construction or maintenance 
work on the pipeline. Construction 
crews are required by FDL Resource 
Management policy to wash equip-
ment prior to entering the Reserva-

tion. It is possible this wasn’t done 
or some tiny seeds escaped cleaning 
and managed to hitch-hike on some 
equipment.  
  For several summers Fond du Lac 
Forestry tried mowing the plants 
before they dropped viable seed and 
also tried burning the seed heads 
with propane torches. Proper timing 
proved nearly impossible due to 
pipeline safety logistics that delayed 
treatment or because of variation in 
the plants that resulted in early seed 
production. Despite a lot of time and 
effort, the parsnip problem contin-
ued to get worse. A few years ago a 
natural resources contractor working 
for the pipeline assumed responsibili-
ties for parsnip control. Fond du Lac 
Forestry and the Wetlands program 
continue work with the contractors 
and to place pressure on the pipeline 
to complete a full invasive species 
survey along the entire corridor and 
to write a management plan to bet-
ter formulate what treatments will 
be used and how the area might be 
replanted to have species beneficial 
to pollinators and other wildlife.   
   Fond du Lac Forestry and the Wet-
lands program teamed up this year 
and were awarded a grant to hire an 
Invasive Species Coordinator for the 
next 2 years. This new person will 
have the time and skills to address 
the numerous other invasive species 
that threaten Fond du Lac’s natural 
resources, including aquatic invasive 
species.

By Nikki Crowe, 
FDL Resource Management 13 Moons 
Program 
The following information is copied with 
permission from the Great Lakes Fish 
and Wild Life Commission: 

Wild parsnip is the ancestor of the 
common garden parsnip. Both 
belong to the same species and 

can freely interbreed. The garden parsnip 
has been grown as a food crop in Europe 
since the days of the Roman Empire. It 
was brought to North America in 1609, 
with the first permanent European settle-
ment in North America, at Jamestown, 
Virginia. Later introductions of both the 
wild and the cultivated forms undoubtedly 
occurred as well, both as a contaminant 
in crop seeds and as a food crop. Wild 
parsnip soon escaped from agricultural 
areas to spread across most of the U.S. 
and southern Canada. It is now a common 
weed along roadsides, in fields and in pas-
tures across the Lake Superior region.
  Wild parsnip has a life history similar 
to many other parsley family plants. It is 
a monocarpic perennial, meaning that it 
flowers for only one summer and then 
dies. The seedlings and immature plants 
form a circular cluster of leaves close to 
the ground, called a rosette. These im-
mature plants regenerate each spring from 
the underground taproot, increasing in 
size each year. 
  After 2 or 3 years (rarely longer), they 
become large enough to reproduce. They 
go through one more winter, then bolt 
and flower the following spring. By late 
summer or early fall these plants have 
produced seeds and died. 

  Most wild parsnip seeds wait until early 
the next spring to germinate, though ger-
mination may occur at low levels nearly 
throughout the growing season. Even 
though the survival rate of these seedlings 
is low, the plants that do survive to matu-
rity produce so many seeds that popula-
tions can quickly increase and spread in 
favorable habitats. 
  Despite rumors to the contrary, wild 
parsnip roots are not poisonous, though 
they are usually considered inedible. 
Disagreement on their edibility may be 
the result of some populations being 
derived partly from garden parsnip. For 
the complete article and more information 
you can check out the original article at: 
https://www.glifwc.org/Mazinaigan/Sum-
mer2005.pdf 
  Now that Pigwe’wunusk in Ojibwe, the 
wild parsnip (Pastinaca sativa) can be 
found within the Fond du Lac borders, 
knowing how to identify the plant is im-
portant to avoid coming into contact and 
potentially causing the skin to react from 
the sap. Please take a look at the picture 
provided on the next page and use caution 
when identifying or harvesting look-alike 
plants. If you do come into contact with 
the sap there are a few things you can 
do to limit the reaction. If possible, cover 
the exposed area from the sun. Wash the 
area as soon as you can. Symptoms of 
a burn can be mild redness to blistering 
rashes depending on how much sap was 
absorbed into the skin and how long the 
area was exposed to the sunlight. 
  For more information on the distribution 
of the wild parsnip in Minnesota, visit 
the following link: https://www.minneso-
tawildflowers.info/flower/wild-parsnip
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Identifying Wild Parsnip 
(Pastinaca sativa) Pigwe’wunusk 



 

— Ojibwe Wordlist —

Akikoog  .....................Containers
Negwaakwaanan  ............. Sap tap
Misan  ........................... Firewood
Ziinzibaakwad  ......... Maple sugar
Bimaadiziwin  ...a good way of life
Mashkiki  ...................... Medicine
Biindakoojige  ..........He makes an 
offering with asemaa
Asemaa  ..........................Tobacco
Akik ...........................Brass kettle
Ziigwan ............................. Spring
Iskigamizan  ...............Boil it down
Iskigamizigan ...Sugar bush Camp
Aninaatig ...........................Maple
Mitig .....................................Tree

Ashi-niswi giizisoog BIGADA'WAA WORD SEARCH 
Find the Ojibwe words in the puzzle below

Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce Ojibwe words. All consanants sound the same as in English.

“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in measure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in stay

Anishinaabemowin Lessons
Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:

Ashi-niswi giizisoog Ojibwemowin Page
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N G Q B D M I U M A F I Y E B
G A Z O A I G K K I S W G F I
O Z N Z W T A I I K S I B N M
O U Q A K I K X I K J A A A A
K K Q Q A G T G P O H W N F A
I W M N A W A K O U G S N A D
K E S D B M K K E I A P A P I
A X O V I O A A I G M R M M Z
H V I Z Z D T Z A A I V L X I
H S A V N V I I Z W P S F K W
H N V I I P J B S N G B D H I
Q F I C I I B Y L Y N E V G N
K B P F Z H A V U G H V N M G
I S K I G A M I Z I G A N M H
G I T A A N I N A S E M A A L


