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I NTRODUCTI ON 
 

Under  t he Tr eat i es of  1854 and 1837 t he Fond du Lac Band of  Lake 
Super i or  Chi ppewa ( FDL)  r et ai ns hunt i ng,  f i shi ng and gat her i ng r i ght s 
wi t hi n t he l ands cover ed by t hese t r eat i es -  appr oxi mat el y 8, 000, 000 
acr es of  nor t heast er n and east - cent r al  Mi nnesot a ( Fi g.  1) .   I n 
addi t i on,  FDL band member s hunt ,  f i sh and gat her  on t hei r  r eser vat i on 
of  100, 000 acr es near  Cl oquet ,  Mi nnesot a.   Thi s r epor t  summar i zes t he 
FDL har vest  of  bear ,  t ur key,  deer ,  moose and f ur bear er s i n t he 1854 
and 1837 Ceded Ter r i t or i es and on t he Fond du Lac Reser vat i on.   
 

 
 
Fi gur e 1.   The 1837 and 1854 Ceded Ter r i t or i es i n Mi nnesot a.  
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I n 1977 t he Fond du Lac Band devel oped and i mpl ement ed t he 
Reser vat i on Conser vat i on Code and i n 1988 t he Band i mpl ement ed a 
conser vat i on code t hat  def i ned l egal  met hods of  t ake i n t he 1854 Ceded 
Ter r i t or y.   The 1837 Conser vat i on Code was f i r s t  i mpl ement ed i n 1997.  
Seasons and bag l i mi t s  ar e det er mi ned on an annual  basi s.   Band 
member s exer c i s i ng t hei r  r i ght  t o hunt  ar e r equi r ed t o have a Hunt i ng,  
Fi shi ng and Gat her i ng Li cense and t he pr oper  per mi t s  and car cass t ags 
i n t hei r  possessi on whi l e i n t he f i el d.  
 

The FDL Reser vat i on i s  di v i ded i nt o 6 wi l dl i f e har vest  uni t s  f or  
t he pur poses of  r epor t i ng wi l dl i f e har vest  ( Fi g.  2) .   To f ac i l i t at e 
shar i ng of  dat a wi t h t he Mi nnesot a Depar t ment  of  Nat ur al  Resour ces 
( DNR)  and t he Gr eat  Lakes I ndi an Fi sh and Wi l dl i f e Commi ssi on and t o 
assi st  t he management  and enf or cement  ef f or t s  of  t he FDL Resour ce 
Management  Di v i s i on ( Di v i s i on) ,  t he l ocat i on of  har vest ed ani mal s i n 
t he ceded t er r i t or i es ar e r ef er enced usi ng DNR management  uni t s .  
However  i n t he case of  moose,  FDL has devel oped t hei r  own zone syst em 
f or  t he pur pose of  di s t r i but i ng har vest  pr essur e.    
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TURKEY 
 

The 1837 Ceded Ter r i t or y spr i ng t ur key season i n 2008 was Apr i l  
12 -  May 29 and t he f al l  season Sept ember  2 -  December  31.   The 
Reser vat i on and par t  of  t he 1854 Ceded Ter r i t or y wer e open t o t ur key 
har vest  dur i ng t he spr i ng season ( Fi g.  3) .   The 1837 Wi l dl i f e 
Management  Pl an f or  2007- 2011 pr ovi des f or  t r i bal  har vest  t hr eshol ds 
f or  each st at e ant l er l ess deer  per mi t  ar ea bel ow whi ch t he bands need 
not  decl ar e a t ur key har vest  quot a.   A s i ngl e t ag was avai l abl e 
i ni t i al l y  t o each FDL member ,  wi t h addi t i onal  t ags possi bl e f ol l owi ng 
t he r egi st r at i on of  a bi r d.   The t ur key t ag coul d be used ei t her  i n 
t he ceded t er r i t or i es or  on t he Reser vat i on.   Thi r t een member s 
r equest ed a t ot al  of  16 t ags i n t he spr i ng.   Fi f t een member s r equest ed 
15 f al l  t ags.   Al l  bi r ds had t o be r egi st er ed at  t he Di v i s i on of f i ce.  
Thr ee bi r ds wer e t aken i n t he spr i ng f r om Uni t  235 and 1 f r om 181 i n 
t he f al l .   The t hr eshol d l evel  f or  Uni t  235 was 8 bi r ds.   Ther e wer e 
no t hr eshol ds est abl i shed i n t he 1854 Ceded Ter r i t or y wher e uni t  181 
i s  l ocat ed.   
 
 

 
 
Fi gur e 3.   Ar eas open t o Fond du Lac t ur key hunt i ng.  
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BEAR 
 
Ceded Ter r i t or i es 

A s i ngl e bear  t ag was avai l abl e t o band member s t o hunt  i n t he 
ceded t er r i t or i es.   Fol l owi ng r egi st r at i on of  an ani mal ,  a second t ag 
coul d be obt ai ned.   Cubs and sows wi t h cubs wer e pr ot ect ed f r om 
har vest .   Al l  har vest ed bear s wer e r equi r ed t o be r egi st er ed at  1 of  7 
bi g game r egi st r at i on st at i ons or  wi t h a Di v i s i on wi l dl i f e or  
conser vat i on of f i cer  s t af f  member .   The 2008 bear  season i n t he 1854 
Ceded Ter r i t or y was Sept ember  1 -  November  30.   Bai t i ng was l egal  f r om 
August  15 -  November  30.   The 1837 Ceded Ter r i t or y season was 
Sept ember  1 -  November  15.   Bai t  s t at i ons wer e per mi ss i bl e August  15 -  
November  15.   A t ot al  of  35 bear s f r om 2 st at e management  uni t s  and an 
unl i mi t ed number  of  bear s f r om t he st at e' s  no- quot a ar ea wer e 
avai l abl e f or  har vest  under  t he 1837 Conser vat i on Code.   Ther e wer e no 
such quot as under  t he 1854 Conser vat i on Code.    
 

Band member s r equest ed 154 i ni t i al  bear  t ags f or  hunt i ng i n t hei r  
ceded t er r i t or i es.   No second t ags wer e r equest ed.   I n t he 1854 Ceded 
Ter r i t or y one mal e was r egi st er ed f r om ant l er l ess deer  per mi t  ar ea 127 
and 1 mal e and 1 f emal e f r om uni t  181 ( Fi g.  3) .   No bear s wer e 
r egi st er ed f r om t he 1837 Ceded Ter r i t or y.  
 
Reser vat i on 

The Reser vat i on bear  season was Sept ember  1 -  November  30.   
Bai t i ng was al l owed August  15 -  November  30.  Band member s r ecei ved one 
t ag i ni t i al l y  wi t h a second t ag possi bl e upon r egi st r at i on of  an 
ani mal .   Band member s r equest ed 135 i ni t i al  t ags.   No second t ags wer e 
r equest ed.   A band member  r egi st er ed 1 mal e bear  f r om Wi l dl i f e Har vest  
Uni t  2.   St at e hunt er s r egi st er ed 1 bear  f r om t he Reser vat i on.  
  

I t ' s  gener al l y  accept ed t hat  many bear  t ags ar e r equest ed by 
member s because t hey ar e f r ee and easi l y  obt ai ned f r om t he Di v i s i on 
of f i ce.   Ver y f ew member s ar e bel i eved t o act i vel y  pur sue bear s.   I n 
addi t i on,  many band member s ar e member s of  t he Bear  Cl an and may f eel  
a spi r i t ual  af f i ni t y  t o t he bear  and t her ef or e an unwi l l i ngness t o 
hunt  t hi s  speci es.     
 
 
DEER 
 
Ceded Ter r i t or i es 

I n t he Ceded Ter r i t or i es,  t he 2008 f i r ear ms and ar cher y deer  
season was Sept ember  2 -  December  31.   Ther e wer e no r est r i c t i ons on 
sex of  l egal  deer  i n ei t her  Ceded Ter r i t or y.   Deer  wer e r equi r ed t o be 
r egi st er ed wi t h r ef er ence t o t he DNR ant l er l ess deer  per mi t  ar ea of  
har vest  ( Fi g.  4) .    
 

A t ot al  of  462 band member s r equest ed 1, 586 ceded t er r i t or y deer  
t ags.   Member s r ecei ved t he f i r s t  1- 3 t ags at  t he Di v i s i on of f i ce and 
subsequent  1- 3 t ags at  t he of f i ce upon r egi st er i ng 1- 3 deer .   The 
t ot al  i ndi v i dual  l i mi t  was 15 deer .   The maj or i t y  of  member s r equest ed 
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Fi gur e 4.   Mi nnesot a ant l er l ess deer  per mi t  ar eas.  

 
 

onl y 3 t ags.   One i ndi v i dual  r equest ed al l  15 avai l abl e t ags.   Al l  
ani mal s wer e r equi r ed t o be r egi st er ed wi t hi n 3 busi ness days of  
har vest  at  1 of  7 r egi st r at i on st at i ons or  wi t h a Di v i s i on wi l dl i f e or  
conser vat i on of f i cer  s t af f  member .       

  
A r egul ar  cash pr i ze dr awi ng was cont i nued dur i ng t he f i r ear ms 

season t o encour age hunt er s t o r egi st er  t hei r  ani mal s.   Pr i zes of  $50,  
$25 and $15 wer e awar ded i n each dr awi ng.   Deer  f r om bot h ceded 
t er r i t or i es wer e el i gi bl e f or  dr awi ngs.  
 

The maj or i t y  of  ani mal s wer e t aken f r om per mi t  ar eas near  t he 
Fond du Lac Reser vat i on.   Band member  har vest  f or  2008 was 252 
ani mal s.  I n addi t i on t o t he member  har vest ,  25 deer  wer e har vest ed f or  
subsi st ence/ cer emoni al  pur poses by Di v i s i on conser vat i on of f i cer s f or  
a t ot al  of  277 deer  ( Tabl e 1 and Fi g.  5) .   The har vest  was a decr ease 
f r om 2007,  and about  38% bel ow t he pr evi ous 5 year  aver age.   Met hod of  
t ake i s  not  di f f er ent i at ed on r egi st r at i on f or ms;  however ,  t he 
per cent age of  member s who act i vel y  pur sue deer  wi t h a bow i s  bel i eved 
t o be qui t e smal l .   As i n past  year s,  t he maj or i t y  of  deer  wer e 
har vest ed i n November  ( Tabl e 2) .  
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Tabl e 1.   2008 ceded t er r i t or y Fond du Lac deer  har vest  br eakdown by 
sex,  age c l ass,  and DNR ant l er l ess per mi t  ar ea.   
 

Permit Area 

Adult 
Buck 

Harvest 

Buck 
Fawn 

Harvest 

Adult 
Doe 

Harvest 

Doe 
Fawn 

Harvest Total 
115 2 0 7 0 9 
116 0 0 0 0 0 
122 1 1 1 0 3 
126 1 1 2 0 4 
127 1 1 2 0 4 
152 0 0 0 0 0 
154 0 0 0 0 0 
156 4 1 1 0 6 
157 0 0 0 0 0 
159 0 0 1 0 1 
174 0 0 0 0 0 
175 0 0 0 0 0 
178 4 5 8 8 25 
180 14 1 11 2 28 
181 64 19 55 12 150 
182 1 0 0 0 1 
183 9 3 11 2 25 
221 1 0 0 0 1 
222 0 0 0 0 0 
223 0 0 0 0 0 
224 0 0 0 0 0 
225 0 0 0 0 0 
225 0 0 0 0 0 
227 0 0 0 0 0 
235 0 0 0 0 0 
236 0 0 0 0 0 
249 0 0 0 0 0 

Unknown 
Permit Area 4 0 2 0 6 

St. Croix 
State Park 0 1 5 0 6 

St. Croix SP 
Youth Hunt 0 0 0 0 0 
Wild River 
State Park 1 2 3 2 8 

Total = 107 35 109 26 277 
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Fi gur e 5.   Recent  hi s t or i cal  Fond du Lac ceded t er r i t or y deer  
har vest s.  
 
 
 
Tabl e 2.   2008 Fond du Lac ceded t er r i t or y deer  har vest  r egi st r at i on 
by mont h.  
 

Registration Period 
Deer 
Harvest 

September 23 
October 53 

November 148 
December 28 
Unknown 0 

Subsistence/Ceremonial* 25 
Total = 277 

 
* Subsi st ence/ Cer emoni al  deer  ar e t aken as needed t hr oughout  t he year   
                                                                
 
Reser vat i on 

The Reser vat i on ar cher y and f i r ear ms deer  season was Sept ember  2 
-  December  31.   FDL member s and member s of  ot her  f eder al l y  r ecogni zed 
bands who r esi de on t he FDL Reser vat i on,  wer e al l owed up t o 6 deer  
t ags val i d f or  ei t her  sex and any l egal  met hod of  t ake.   Two t ags wer e 
gr ant ed i ni t i al l y  wi t h addi t i onal  t ags af t er  an ani mal  was r egi st er ed.  
 A t ot al  of  435 band member s r equest ed 1, 416 Reser vat i on deer  t ags.   
Twent y- t hr ee member s r equest ed al l  6 t ags.   As i n t he ceded 
t er r i t or i es,  a dr awi ng was hel d at  per i odi c i nt er val s dur i ng t he 
season i n or der  t o encour age r egi st r at i on.  
 

The 2008 band member  har vest  was 181 ani mal s ( Tabl e 3 and Fi g.  
6) .   I n addi t i on,  Di v i s i on conser vat i on of f i cer s har vest ed 5 ani mal s 
f or  subsi st ence/ cer emoni al  pur poses f or  a t ot al  of  186 deer .   The 
maj or i t y  of  t he har vest  occur r ed i n November  ( Tabl e 4) .   
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Tabl e 3.  2008 Fond du Lac Reser vat i on deer  har vest  br eakdown by age,  
sex and management  uni t .  
 

Wildlife 
Harvest 

Unit 

Adult 
Buck 

Harvest 

Buck 
Fawn 

Harvest 

Adult 
Doe 

Harvest 

Doe 
Fawn 

Harvest Total 
1 14 7 7 1 29 
2 17 13 21 3 54 
3 12 4 14 2 32 
4 19 7 15 1 42 
5 5 2 5 1 13 
6 6 0 6 3 15 

Unknown 
unit 0 0 1 0 1 

Total = 73 33 69 11 186 
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Fi gur e 6.   Recent  hi s t or i cal  Fond du Lac Reser vat i on deer  har vest s.  
 
 
Tabl e 4.   Fond du Lac Reser vat i on deer  har vest  by t i me per i od.  
 

Registration Period 
Deer 
Harvest 

September 20 
October 24 

November 127 
December 10 

Subsistence/Ceremonial* 5 
Total = 186 

 
* Subsi st ence/ cer emoni al  deer  ar e t aken as needed t hr oughout  t he year  
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I n an ef f or t  t o i ncr ease ant l er l ess deer  har vest  and keep t he 
number  of  deer  on t he Reser vat i on i n check,  t he Reser vat i on’ s 
Conser vat i on Commi t t ee r equest ed t hat  t he DNR swi t ch f r om a l ot t er y t o 
a managed st r at egy f or  ant l er l ess deer .  Thi s al l owed any st at e-
l i censed hunt er  on t he Reser vat i on t o t ake up t o 2 deer  of  whi ch at  
l east  one had t o be an ant l er l ess deer .   Thi s r equest  was honor ed.   
Tot al  deer  har vest  by st at e- l i censed hunt er s was 119 adul t  bucks and 
99 ant l er l ess deer .    

 
 
MOOSE 
 

The 1854 Ceded Ter r i t or y moose season was Oct ober  4 – December  
31.   I n r esponse t o decl i ni ng moose number s,  har vest  was l i mi t ed t o 
ant l er ed moose onl y.   The Reser vat i on Busi ness Commi t t ee appr oved t he 
i ssuance of  72 moose per mi t s t hr ough a dr awi ng pr ocess t o par t i es of  
3- 4 hunt er s f or  t he 1854 Ceded Ter r i t or y.   A t ot al  of  78 par t i es 
appl i ed f or  t he avai l abl e per mi t s  and 71 per mi t s wer e event ual l y  
c l ai med.   A $20 nonr ef undabl e f ee was r equi r ed t o ent er  t he dr awi ng 
and a $50. 00 deposi t  was r equi r ed f or  each per mi t .   The f ee i s  
i nt ended t o encour age onl y ser i ous moose hunt er s t o appl y f or  a per mi t  
and t o gener at e f undi ng f or  moose r el at ed pr oj ect s.   The deposi t  was 
r ef unded upon t he r egi st r at i on of  a moose or  t he r et ur n of  an unused 
car cass t ag.   Each per mi t  was val i d i n 1 of  8 FDL Moose Hunt  Zones 
est abl i shed by t he Di v i s i on.   Each FDL zone conf or ms t o f r om 2 t o 8 
st at e moose zones ( Fi g.  7 and Tabl e 5) .    
 

The 1837 moose season opened on Sept ember  2 and r an t hr ough 
December  31.   A t r i bal  quot a of  5 moose wer e avai l abl e f or  har vest  
under  t he 1837 Conser vat i on Code.   Fond du Lac made 5 per mi t s  
avai l abl e t o band member s;  however ,  no per mi t s  wer e r equest ed.   The 
l ack of  i nt er est  i n 1837 moose per mi t s pr obabl y r ef l ect s t he ver y l ow 
number s of  moose pr esent  i n t hat  ar ea.  
   

Al l  moose wer e r equi r ed t o be r egi st er ed wi t hi n 3 busi ness days 
of  har vest  at  1 of  7 r egi st r at i on st at i ons or  wi t h a Di v i s i on wi l dl i f e 
or  conser vat i on of f i cer  s t af f  member .   Ant l er  spr ead,  and t he FDL and 
DNR moose zones wer e r ecor ded.  I n addi t i on,  t he hunt er  was r equi r ed t o 
pr esent  an i nc i sor  t oot h f or  agei ng.   Hunt er s wer e asked t o col l ect  
t i ssue sampl es f r om t hei r  moose f or  a moose heal t h assessment  pr oj ect  
conduct ed by t he DNR i n cooper at i on wi t h t he bands.   Many band member s 
r et ur ned compl et e or  par t i al  heal t h k i t s .  
 

A t ot al  of  13 bul l  moose wer e r egi st er ed by Fond du Lac hunt er s 
f or  a har vest  success r at e of  18%.   Thi s cont i nues t he t r end of  
decl i ni ng har vest s and success r at es f or  moose hunt er s i n r ecent  year s 
( Fi g.  8) .   I n addi t i on,  1 cow moose was har vest ed f or  subsi st ence and 
cer emoni al  pur poses by Di v i s i on conser vat i on of f i cer s.  
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Fi gur e 7.  Fond du Lac and cor r espondi ng St at e Moose Har vest  Zones.  
 

 

0

5
10

15

20

25
30

35

previous 5 year
average

2007 harvest 2008 harvest

M
o

o
se

 H
ar

ve
st

 
 
Fi gur e 8.   Recent  hi s t or i cal  Fond du Lac moose har vest s.  
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Tabl e 5.  2008 Fond du Lac moose har vest  br eakdown by FDL and st at e 
zone.    
 
                                

FDL Zone 
State 
Zone 

Bull 
Harvest 

Cow 
Harvest 

Calf 
Harvest 

FDL 
Zone 
Totals 

1 20 0 0 0   
  26 0 0 0   
  27 0 0 0   
  32 0 0 0   
  33 0 0 0   
  34 0 0 0   
  36 0 0 0   
  37 0 0 0 0 
          

4 21 0 0 0   
  22 0 0 0   
  23 0 0 0   
  24 1 0 0 1 
            

5 28 0 0 0   
  30 1 0 0 1 
            

6 29 0 0 0   
  31 1 0 0   
  80 1 0 0 2 
            

7 25 2 0 0   
  79 0 0 0 2 
            

8 62         
  76 1 0 0   
  77 1 0 0 2 
            

9 70 1 0 0   
  73 2 0 0 3 
            

10 60 0 0 0   
  61 0 0 0   

  63 0 0 0   
  64 0 0 0   
  72 2 1 0   
  74 0 0 0 3 
Total =    13 1 0 14 

 
 

The aver age age of  adul t  bul l s  har vest ed was 4. 1 year s ( N = 13,  
Range = 2- 10.   Rounded t o t he near est  i nch,  t he aver age ant l er  spr ead 
was 41”  ( N = 13,  Range = 26- 53" ) .    
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FURBEARERS 
 
 For  t he 2008- 2009 t r appi ng season 7 FDL band member s r egi st er ed 
74 f i sher ,  mar t en,  bobcat  and ot t er  pel t s  ( Tabl e 6) .   Thi s har vest  i s  
equal  t o l ast  season’ s har vest  and hi gher  t han t he pr evi ous 5 year  
aver age of  66 ( Fi g.  9) .   Most  ani mal s wer e har vest ed i n November  and 
December ,  wi t h a f ew i n Febr uar y and Mar ch.   No f ur bear er s wer e 
har vest ed by f i r ear ms t hi s  past  season.   
 
 The Di v i s i on r egi st er s f ur bear er s us i ng t he DNR’ s ant l er l ess deer  
per mi t  ar eas and FDL Reser vat i on har vest  uni t s  ( Fi g.  2 and Fi g.  4) .   
Pr opor t i onal  di s t r i but i on woul d suggest  1 mal e mar t en was har vest ed i n 
t he 1837 Ceded Ter r i t or y i n uni t  156 wi t h t he r emai nder  comi ng f r om 
ei t her  t he Reser vat i on ( per mi t  ar ea 199)  or  t he 1854 Ceded Ter r i t or y.  
   
Tabl e 6.   Fond du Lac r egi st er ed f ur bear er  har vest  f or  t he 2008- 2009 season.  
 
Harvest 

Unit 
Female 
Fisher 

Male 
Fisher 

Female 
Marten 

Male 
Marten 

Male 
Otter 

Female 
Otter 

Female 
Bobcat 

Male 
Bobcat Total 

Res. 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Res. 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Res. 3 0 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 5 
Res. 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Res. 5 2 2 0 0 1 0 4 0 9 
Res. 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

122 5 2 6 23 0 0 0 0 36 
127 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
156 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 
159 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
174 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
180 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
181 1 5 2 6 1 0 1 0 16 

Total= 9 11 12 33 2 0 7 0 74 
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Fi gur e 9.   Recent  hi s t or i cal  Fond du Lac r egi st er ed f ur bear er  
har vest s.  


