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FOND DU LAC BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA

ORDINANCE #01/17

EVICTION PROCEDURES

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 101. Authority

This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the inherent sovereign authority of the Fond du Lac Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa, acting through the Reservation Business Committee as the
governing body, as delegated in Article VI of the Revised Constitution of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe, and as recognized by the United States under Section 16 of the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934, 25 U.S.C. § 476, and the Native American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Act of 1996, 25 U.S.C. § 4101 et seq.

Section 102. Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a uniform process for eviction of individuals who
unlawfully retain possession of properties and dwellings. This Ordinance shall be interpreted to
preserve the peace, harmony, safety, health and general welfare of the Fond du Lac community
and protect and balance the rights of landlords and tenants.

Section 103. Scope

a. This Ordinance applies to evictions from properties and dwellings owned or operated by,
or managed pursuant to contract or delegated authority of the Band, Fond du Lac
Housing Division, Fond du Lac Housing Authority, or any of their agents or assigns.

b. This Ordinance shall not be used to terminate or cancel agreements where an
administrative process exists for the termination or cancellation, such as in Fond du Lac
Housing agreements; leases of trust lands issued pursuant to Ordinance #02/15, as
amended, Land Lease Ordinance; land assignments issued pursuant to Ordinance #02/11,
as amended, Land Assignment and Land Lease Ordinance; leases of trust or allotted land
approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs; Fond du Lac Assisted Living Residence
Leases; and leases or other interests subject to the foreclosure proceedings contained in
Fond du Lac Ordinance #05/05, Procedures Governing Leasehold Mortgages Made to
Secure Loans Under the Fond du Lac Section 184 Loan Program, as amended. But this
Ordinance may be used to recover possession of a property or dwelling after any lease or
land assignment is terminated or cancelled, as well as to obtain a judgment for unpaid
rent or property damages.



Section 104. Reservation of Rights

The RBC reserves the right to amend or repeal all or any part of this Ordinance at any time. All
the rights, privileges, and immunities conferred by this Ordinance or by acts done pursuant to
this Ordinance shall exist subject to the powers of the Band. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be
construed to constitute a waiver of the sovereign immunity of the Band or a consent to
jurisdiction by any government or forum not expressly authorized to exercise jurisdiction under
this Ordinance.

Section 105. Jurisdiction

a. The Fond du Lac Tribal Court shall exercise exclusive jurisdiction over proceedings
brought under this Ordinance.

b. Territorial Jurisdiction. Original jurisdiction shall extend over actions which arise within
the exterior boundaries of the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Reservation, or upon other Indian Country within the possession or control of the Fond
du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa.

c. Personal Jurisdiction. Original jurisdiction shall extend over all persons and entities
within any geographical area referred to in Section 105(b) of this Ordinance who are
subject to the jurisdiction and governmental power of the Fond du Lac Band, to the extent
not prohibited by federal law.



CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

Section 201. Definitions

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

a. "Court" or "Tribal Court" means the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Tribal Court.

b. "Damages" means payments owed by the lessee for unpaid rent of lease fees, for
damages to the premises, or for other money due under the lease.

c. "Dwelling" an apartment, building or group of buildings or portion thereof which is
rented or leased as a home or residence, by any person, not including public transient
accommodations such as hotel rooms.

d. "Eviction" means removal of a person and their personal property from property or a
dwelling by legal action.

e. "Fond du Lac Band," or "Band" means the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa, a federally recognized Indian tribe.

f. "Lease" means the written agreement establishing that the lessee has a right to occupy
the premises.

g. "Lessee" or "Tenant" means a person who has acquired a legal right to possess premises
through a lease for consideration.

h. "Lessor" or "Landlord" means a Fond du Lac Band owned, operated, or contracted
entity that has been delegated the authority of the Fond du Lac Band to administer and
manage housing and who has transferred to another person(s) a legal right of possession
of premises through a lease for consideration.

i. "Petition" or "Petition for Eviction" means a formal written request filed with the
Tribal Court which includes any dispute between persons or entities which relate to the
rental, use or occupancy of any dwelling.

j. "Property" or "Land" means land owned in fee by the Band or any land held in trust by
the United States for the Band, the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, or an Individual Indian.

k. "Reservation" means the Fond du Lac Indian Reservation, as established by the Treaty
of La Pointe of September 30, 1854, 10 Stat. 1109, and as extended by the Secretary of
the Interior in accordance with Section 5 of the Indian Reorganization Act, 25 U.S.C. §
465.


