
The new Onaabani-giizis begins March 8. This is the Hard Crust on the Snow Moon. Other names for this moon are Bebookwedaagime-giizis, the Snowshoe Breaking 
Moon; Aandego-giizis, Crow moon; Nika-giizis, the Goose Moon and Ziinsibaakwadooke-giizis, the Sugar Making Moon.

This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen 
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration 
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Manage-
ment, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Sign up to the 13 Moons listserv for the latest information on workshops 
and events by emailing thirteenmoons@fdlrez.com Don’t forget to check 
us out on Facebook! 13 Moons Ashi niswi giizisoog

Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
The new Waabigoni-giizis, the Flowering Moon begins May 6. Other names for this moon are  
Zaagibagaagime-giizis, Budding moon; and Waswwgone-giizis, Flowering Moon.Waabigoni-giizis
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Fond du Lac Tribal And Community College  
bee yard is buzzing! 
By Courtney Kowalczak, 
FDLTCC Environmental 
Institute

The bee yard (also 
known as an api-
ary) is officially in 

operation this month. The 
FDLTCC bees were deliv-
ered on Apr. 9 in the midst 
of cold weather and spring 
snowflakes. 
These hardy 
little critters 
had to quickly 
adjust to their 
new hives. 
Beekeepers 
here at the 
college, with 
help and guid-
ance from the 
NE Minnesota 
Beekeepers As-
sociation, are 
helping the bees survive 
until natural pollen sources 
start blooming in our colder 
northern region.
  Part of what beekeepers do 
to help their hives is to feed 
them sugar water as a source 
of food. We will be feeding 
this supplemental food for 
the next couple of weeks to 
ensure that the bees and the 
queen have enough energy 

to start producing those very 
important young worker 
bees. As the season pro-
gresses the Environmental 
Institute will be giving tours 
and providing demonstra-
tions at our bee yard.
  The FDLTCC bee yard was 
started to promote respon-
sible pollinator stewardship. 
Honey bees are indirectly 

responsible for 
approximately 
one out of three 
bites of food that 
we all eat. Native 
pollinators are 
more solitary 
than European 
honeybees but 
serve the same 
critical function 
for our native 

plants and trees.
  The Environmen-

tal Institute will sponsor 
tours and demonstrations to 
show students and the com-
munity how to keep honey-
bees. We will also highlight 
how we are transforming our 
campus into a space with 
pollinator friendly landscap-
ing. Come by and see the 
yard and learn more about 
these fascinating creatures!

Solar panel grant 
By Joan Markon, 
FDL Energy Assistance Program and 
Shannon Judd, FDL Environmental 
Program

  If you live on or near the Fond du 
Lac Reservation, qualify for Energy 
Assistance, own your home, and have 
had your home weatherized through 
the State Weatherization Program, you 
may qualify to have solar panels put 
on your home at no cost.   
  The program includes hot water 
heating or air heating solar panels. 
The project will help reduce heating 
cost to low-income households and 
supply a clean renewable heating 
source.
  For more information or to set up a 
site analysis contact Shannon Judd at 
(218) 878-7123 by June 15, 2016.

Underground  
storage tanks 
By David Smith, 
FDL RM Brownfields Program 

  The Fond du Lac Brownfields Pro-
gram is compiling an inventory of 
abandoned or unused residential un-
derground storage tanks for possible 
future removal options. These include 
tanks for fuel or oil; septic tanks are 
not included. If you have, or suspect 
you have, an underground storage 
tank on your property, please contact 
David Smith at (218) 878-7119.

Hived bees starting to 
build honeycombs.

Feeding the bees with sugar water. 

Moving the bees into their new hive. 



Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce Ojibwe 
words.
All consanants sound the same as in 
English.

“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in mea-
sure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in stay

Anishinaabemowin Lessons
Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:

Ashi-niswi giizisoog 
Ojibwemowin Page

The new Onaabani-giizis begins March 8. This is the Hard Crust on the Snow Moon. Other names for this moon are Bebookwedaagime-giizis, the Snowshoe Breaking 
Moon; Aandego-giizis, Crow moon; Nika-giizis, the Goose Moon and Ziinsibaakwadooke-giizis, the Sugar Making Moon.
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— Ojibwe Wordlist —

Aamoo-wadiswan .........................  
Beehive or wasp nest
Aamoo ...................................Bee
Waabigwan ..................... a flower
Aamoo-ziinzibaakwad ........ honey
Memengwaa .................. butterfly
Ogimaakwe ........................queen
Anokiiwinini ................... a worker
Makwa ................................. bear
Wiishkobaagamin ......it (liquid) is 
sweet 
Ziigwaan ............................spring 
Niibin .............................. summer 
Miijim ....................................food

Word List Source: Nichols and Nyholm 1995,  
A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe

Ashi-niswi giizisoog BIGADA'WAA WORD SEARCH 
Find the Ojibwe words in the puzzle below


