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Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)

The new Onaabani-giizis begins March 8. This is the Hard Crust on the Snow Moon. Other names for this moon are Bebookwedaagime-giizis, the Snowshoe Breaking
Moon; Aandego-giizis, Crow moon; Nika-giizis, the Goose Moon and Ziinsibaakwadooke-giizis, the Sugar Making Moon.

Ode-imini-giizis

The new Ode-imini-giizis, the Strawberry Moon begins June 4. Other names for this moon are Gitigegiizis, Gardening moon; and Waawano-giizis, Flowering Moon.

Deer fawns
By Mike Shrage,
FDL RM Wildlife Biologist
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ate May to early June is
the peak of fawning season. Between birth and
about 6 weeks of age, fawns
don’t travel much with the doe.
They lie still on the ground
when the doe is not feeding
them. At this young age, this is
often their instinctive response
to danger as well – drop and
lie still. Sometimes they drop
in the middle of the road or
peoples’ yards. A healthy,
uninjured fawn will just curl in
a ball, lie still and wait for the
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1) Is there a dead doe nearby?

2) Is the fawn in immediate
danger (for example lying
in the middle of the road or
where dogs can find it)?
3) Has the fawn been crying
without a doe responding for at
least 3 hours?
4) Is the fawn bleeding, has
it been attacked by another
animal or is it lying sprawled
on its side instead of curled in
a ball?
If the answer to these questions is “no,” leave the fawn
alone, and give it at least 24
hours to reunite with the doe.
The fawn is probably okay. If
the fawn is in immediate dan-

ger such as lying in the road,
or in a yard, then get the fawn
out of the immediate danger
zone. Carry it to the closest
spot of tall grass or brush and
leave it alone. Keep kids and
dogs away from it. Don’t take
it home. The fawn is probably
just fine and only needs time
and quiet to get reunited with
its mother.
If the answer is “yes” contact
the Resource Management
Division at (218) 878-7101 or
Wildwoods in Duluth at (218)
491-3604 for assistance.

FDL Resource Management

M

Paul Swanson,
Forest Inventory
Technician

y name is Paul
Swanson. I
grew up in
a small town called
Oakfield in Southern
Wisconsin. After graduating from high school,
I went to college at the
University of MinnesotaTwin Cities and graduated with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Forest
Resource and Ecosystem Management. After
I graduated, I worked
in California for six

months as a utility forester then moved back
to Wisconsin. I worked
at the Cloquet Forestry center in 2014 and
then took a temporary
job with the Douglas
County Forestry Department in 2015. I started
working for the Fond
du Lac Reservation on
Mar. 1.
I am the Forest Inventory Technician for the
Reservation. My duties
are to go out and inven-

Sign up to the 13 Moons listserv for the latest information on workshops
and events by emailing thirteenmoons@fdlrez.com Don’t forget to check
us out on Facebook! 13 Moons Ashi niswi giizisoog

tory (survey) forested
stands on Reservation
land. This is done to
get a better and more
accurate understanding
of the forest types, age,
health, and volume of
timber that the Reservation has. This information is used in turn to
decide how and what
the forest on the Reservation can be used for.
That could be cultural
uses, wildlife production, or to be harvested

and sold as timber.
These are just a few
examples.
Soon I will begin classifying forest ecological
types that the Reservation has. This is done by
identifying annual and
perennial plants and
using the Minnesota
Ecological Classification
System (ECS). When
these forest stands are
identified we will better
be able to predict how
the forest will grow, the

opportunities it has in
the future, how to better manage the forest,
and to manage the best
species for that specific
stand. It will also be
useful to identify where
certain kinds of trees,
shrubs, herbs, and other
plants may be growing
that may be of interest
to the community.

This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Management, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.
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Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
Ashi-niswi giizisoog Ojibwemowin Page
Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:
Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce Ojibwe
words.
All consanants sound the same as in
English.

“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in measure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in stay

Anishinaabemowin Lessons

Sentences
I like the taste of apple cider. Niminopidaan iwe mishiiminaaboo.

Don't get friendly with the bear. He's too
dangerous. Gego beshwaji'aaken awe
makwa; onzaam naniizaanizi.

Those flowers you brought me smell
good," the woman told her husband.
"Gichi-minomaagwadoon ini waabigwaniin gaa-piidamawiyin," odinaan iniw
onaabeman a'a ikwe.

Does that taste sweet? Wiishkobipogwad
ina iwe.
Credit the Sentences and Puzzle http://
ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/

I put honey in tea. Aamoo-ziinzibaakwad
nindagonaan imaa nitiing.

Ashi-niswi giizisoog BIGADA'WAA WORD SEARCH
Find the Ojibwe words in the puzzle below

— Ojibwe Wordlist —
Detibisegin............................ tires
Ziigwan...............................spring
Wiinaagamin......... water pollution
Wiininaamowin..........air pollution
Ziigwebiniganan................... trash
Awesiinhyag..................... wildlife
Moosekaa.......................... worms
Mashkosiw ...................................
grass, hay, a blade of grass
Gaaskibagoon........... dried leaves
Nishwanaaji....waste,spoil,destroy
Biinichigewinini................ cleaner
Waasamowin................. electricity
Zaagijiwebin............throw outside

