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Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
Ode-imini-giizis

The new Ode-imini-giizis, Strawberry Moon, begins June 27. Other names for this moon are Gitige-giizis,
Gardening Moon; Waawano-giizis, Egg Moon.

Ganawenim Gidakiiminaan
(Take care of our earth)
By Shannon Judd,
FDL RM Environmental Outreach Coordinator
iigwan (spring) is here, and so is the time for spring cleaning. The clean-up crews are now out and about working hard
to clean up all the litter and debris from the roadsides. If you
see them, please say miigwech for helping protect the health of
wildlife, lakes, rivers, plants and the community.
Ziigwebiniganan (trash), electronics, appliances, detibisegin (tires),
and other materials along roadsides are a hazard to the awesiinhyag
(wildlife) that inhabit the area, the groundwater that flows beneath
the surface, and the creeks, lakes and rivers. Curious awesiinhyag
(wildlife) can end up eating or getting stuck in garbage on the
roadsides. There have been many sightings of aandegwag (crows)
picking up MacDonald’s wrappers from the ground and carrying
them off. Detibisegin collect water and provide a breeding ground
for zagimeg (mosquitoes).
Electronics often contain hazardous materials such as lead, cadmium, and mercury. Electronics are banned from landfills and cannot
be thrown in the garbage. Properly recycling electronics keeps these
hazardous materials out of the environment, out of the animals we
eat and the water we drink. Recycling electronics also allows for
metals to be recovered and reused, reducing the amount of material that needs to be mined out of the earth. Please remember to
recycle these items!
Appliances, tires,
household hazardous waste, electronics are all accepted
for recycling at the
Fond du Lac Waste
Site on University
Road.
Miigwech for doing
your part to take
care of our community.

Z

Broken computer towers sitting in standing water on Jarvi Road.
Photo taken May 15, 2014. Photo courtesy of Bob Danielson,
FDL Clean Up Crew Supervisor

Making compost to help save the planet
by Danielle Diver,
AmeriCorps Promise Fellow &
Fond du Lac Master Gardener

A

fter we get our plants
in the ground, a good
thing to work on this
month would be our compost
piles. Compost is any waste
organic matter that you don't
eat or use in some other way.
For example, it could be your
vegetable peels, crop residue
from last year's garden, weeds
that haven't gone to seed
yet, hair clippings, dryer lint,
manure and bedding from
vegetarian animals, leaves,
grass, coffee grounds, egg
shells, etc. These items can be
turned into garden soil instead
of being hauled off with trash.
A 2012 EPA analysis of municipal solid waste in the United
States found that compostable
materials continue to be the
largest component of our
trash. This is unfortunate,
because this waste could be
used to improve our agricultural soils instead of taking up
space in landfills.
There are different ways to
contain compost and you can
select the best one for your
needs. One method is "vermicomposting," or composting indoors with red wiggler
worms (Eisenia fetida or Eisenia andrei). This method requires a large plastic container
with a spout or small holes
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drilled into the lower sides or
bottom, and a tray to catch the
liquid gold "worm juice" that
flows out. If you are interested
in vermicomposting you can
find much more information
online. Ellen Sandbeck of
Laverme's Worms in Duluth
recently did a presentation on
vermicomposting for Gitigaan,
and she has a great website
and offers free advice: www.
lavermesworms.com. She also
sells worms, worm bins, worm
compost, worm juice, and
books.
For those of you who want
to compost but can't stand
the thought of having worms
in your house, an outdoor
compost pile might be a better idea. Choose a spot that
gets a lot of sun and is easily
accessible from your kitchen,
garden, or wherever the bulk
of your organic waste material
comes from. Compost piles
can be contained in aerated, plastic, bottomless bins;
tumblers; wooden enclosures;
straw bale enclosures; or
can stand alone. Start with
bulky material like sticks at
the bottom of the pile as you
build it to promote aeration
(the microbes that help break
down compost and prevent it
from smelling bad need air).
Then add your organic waste.
A compost pile that contains
25 times more brown (carboncontaining) wastes than green

(nitrogen-containing) wastes
will heat up and decompose
the fastest, but any ratio
of compost will eventually
decompose and become fertile
garden soil. To increase the
amount of brown materials in
compost you can add sawdust,
straw, or dry leaves on top of
every deposit you make in the
pile. Coffee grounds can help
heat up compost. Fungi are
also helpful in speeding up the
decomposition process. Keep
compost moist to help them
flourish. There are differing
opinions on whether or not
to turn compost. Whether
you turn it or not, the materials will break down eventually, but turning compost and
adding materials in the ideal
ratio will keep it hot and you
will get a finished product
sooner. If you are just looking
to do your part for the planet
and keep organic wastes out
of landfills, piling them up
outside instead of in the trash
might be all the work you are
willing to do. Once compost
is finished, or maybe even
before then, a gardener friend
would probably be happy
to haul it away for you. For
more information you can
visit www.howtocompost.org,
www.eartheasy.com, or www.
organicgardening.com. There
are also plenty of instructional
videos on YouTube.

This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Management, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.
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Ashi-niswi giizisoog Ojibwemowin Page
Anishinaabemowin Lessons
Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce Ojibwe words.
All consanants sound the same as in English.
“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in measure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in stay

Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:

Phrases
Casino-Endazhi-ataading
College(s)- Gabe-gikendaasoowigamig
Day- Giizhigad
Drink- Minikwe
Eat- Wiisini
Gas Station- Waasamoobimide-adaawewigamig
Hospital- Aakoziiwigamig
Lake(s)- Zaaga’igan(an)
Money- Zhooniyaa
Night- Dibikad
No- Gaawiin
Outside- Agwajiing

Restaurant- Wiisiniiwigamig
River(s)- Ziibi(wan)
School- Gikinoo’amaadiiwigamig
Store- Adaawewigamig
Stream(s)- Ziibiins(an)
Sunset- Bangishimog
Today (now)- Noongom
Tonight- noongom dibikad
Town(s)- Oodena(wan)
Yes- Eya’
Source:
www.ojibwe.org/home/pdf/ojibwe_beginner_dictionary.pdf

Ashi-niswi giizisoog
BIGADA'WAA
WORD SEARCH

Find the Ojibwe words in the puzzle

Ojibwe Wordlist
Detibisegin ....................................................tires
Ziigwan ..................................................... spring
Wiinaagamin . ..............................water pollution
Wiininaamowin ............................... air pollution
Ziigwebiniganan ......................................... trash
Awesiinhyag . ...........................................wildlife
Moosekaa ..................................................worms
Mashkosiw ................. grass, hay, a blade of grass
Gaaskibagoon ....................................dried leaves
Nishwanaaji ......................... waste, spoil, destroy
Biinichigewinini . ..................................... cleaner
Waasamowin ........................................ electricity
Zaagijiwebin .................................. throw outside

