
The new Onaabani-giizis begins March 8. This is the Hard Crust on the Snow Moon. Other names for this moon are Bebookwedaagime-giizis, the Snowshoe Breaking 
Moon; Aandego-giizis, Crow moon; Nika-giizis, the Goose Moon and Ziinsibaakwadooke-giizis, the Sugar Making Moon.

This page addresses culture, ecology, and natural resource management. Thirteen 
Moons is the Fond du Lac Tribal College Extension Program and is a collaboration 
of Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fond du Lac Resource Manage-
ment, funded by the USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Sign up to the 13 Moons listserv for the latest information on workshops 
and events by emailing thirteenmoons@fdlrez.com Don’t forget to check 
us out on Facebook! 13 Moons Ashi niswi giizisoog

Ashi-niswi giizisoog (Thirteen Moons)
The new Aabita-Niibino-giizis, Mid-summer moon, begins July 19th.  Other names for this moon are 
Miini-giizis, Blueberry Moon; Miskomini-giizis, Raspberry moon and Baashkawe’o-giizis, Flying moon.Aabita-Niibino-giizis

Omashkoozoog: Returning a Native Building towards the Future
By Mike Schrage, 
FDL Resource Management 
Wildlife Biologist 

The FDL Resource Man-
agement Division is 
exploring the feasibility 

of restoring wild omashkoo-
zoog (elk) to portions of the 
1854 and 1837 Treaty Areas 
in Minnesota. Originally elk 
were found from coast to 
coast across the United States 
and from Mexico to northern 
Canada. In Minnesota, records 
indicate they were found on 
the prairies and into the forest 
right up to what is now Duluth 
and then north and west to the 
Canadian border.  Elk, how-
ever, were mercilessly pursued 
by market hunters and were 
exterminated from most of the 
eastern United States. The last 

native wild elk in Minnesota 
was seen in 1932 in the North-
west Angle.  
  Today, Minnesota has two 
small herds of wild elk num-
bering about 130 animals in 
the very northwest corner 
of the state. Unfortunately, 
the area where they live is 
dominated by private land and 
agriculture. By direction of the 
legislature, the Minnesota DNR 
is required to keep the herds at 
low levels to reduce complaints 
from farmers. Other eastern 
states and Ontario have had 
more success restoring wild 
elk. Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
Kentucky, and Ontario all have 
restored elk to levels at which 
they can be safely hunted. 
Wisconsin has an elk herd 
near Clam Lake that numbers 
about 160 animals, and the 

Wisconsin DNR in partnership 
with the Ho-Chunk Nation 
started a second herd near 
Black River Falls in 2015. Other 
eastern states with restored elk 
populations include Tennes-
see, Missouri, Arkansas, North 
Carolina, and Virginia.    
  In addition to being a native 
species to this region, elk are 
generally a tough and adapt-
able animal able to withstand 
both heat and cold and forage 
on a variety of foods. For this 
reason elk are well suited to 
adapt to whatever a changing 
climate brings. Elk will forage 
on grasses, leaves, or small 
twigs as needed. Studies from 
Wisconsin and Michigan indi-
cate their elk prefer large young 
aspen stands and openings for 
foraging. Elk and whitetail deer 
overlap in many areas with 
few apparent conflicts. Elk are 
susceptible to parasites deer 
carry like brainworm, but not 
to the degree moose or caribou 
are. Elk are more sociable than 
deer, and typically travel in 
small herds of cows and calves. 
Bulls form bachelor groups 
during the summer and then 
fight for dominance in Septem-
ber to control a harem. Wolves 
prey on elk calves and adults, 
and black bears can be efficient 

predators of calves.
  The Resource Management 
Division believes parts of the 
FDL Reservation and the 1854 
and 1837 Ceded Territories 
might prove suitable for elk 
restoration. Towards this goal, 
the division partnered with the 
University of Minnesota and 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foun-
dation and applied for funding 
from Minnesota’s Environment 
and Natural Resources Trust 
Fund to launch a feasibility 
study. In May, the Legislature 
awarded us $300,000 to start 
our study. Additional matching 
funds will come from grants 
the division is pursuing and 
from the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation. Our study will be 
led by the University and has 
two parts. The first part will 
seek to determine how much 
and where in southern St. Lou-
is, Carlton, and northern Pine 
Counties’ suitable elk habitat 
is located. The second part 
will look at the level of public 
support for the idea of restor-
ing elk to the region. Good elk 
habitat would include areas of 
abundant public forest land, 
with active timber harvest and 
minimal agriculture. Equally 
important will be sufficient 
public support for the idea.

  Elk restoration will be a 
project of many years. If our 
study concludes there’s enough 
good elk habitat and public 
support, the next steps will 
include working with other 
partners like the DNR, county 
governments, conservation 
groups, and landowners for a 
restoration effort to be suc-
cessful. Based on recent elk 
restorations in Missouri and 
Virginia, returning wild elk 
to our region may cost $3-5 
million to complete. A source 
of elk free of diseases such as 
Chronic Wasting Disease and 
tuberculosis has to be found 
along with a state or tribal 
agency willing to supply them. 
Recent restoration attempts 
suggest where predators like 
wolves and bear are common, 
enough elk need to be released 
with the initial restoration in 
order for the herd to become 
established and grow. For this 
reason the division believes a 
local restoration attempt may 
need to start with 200-300 elk. 
The ultimate goal would be 
to restore this native animal 
to the point where the herd 
is self-sustaining and enough 
animals are available for FDL 
members to hunt each year for 
meat, hides, and antlers.  

Page 12 | Nah gah chi wa nong • Di bah ji mowin nan | July 2016

A small group of omashkoozoog (elk) cool off in the Oconaluftee 
River bordering the Reservation of the Eastern Band of Cherokee in 
North Carolina.



Basic Ojibwe words and phrases:

Double Vowel Chart
This is how to pronounce Ojibwe 
words.
All consanants sound the same as in 
English.

“Zh”- sounds like the “su” in mea-
sure
“a”- sounds like the “u” in sun
“aa”- sounds like the “a” in father
“i”- sounds like the “i” in sit
“ii”- sounds like the “ee” in feet
“o”- sounds like the “o” in go
“oo”- sounds like the “oo” in food
“e”- sounds like the “ay” in stay

Questions
Do you know him/her?- Gigikenimaa 
ina?
Do you remember?- Gimikwenden ina?
How are you?- Aaniin ezhi-ayaayan?
How is it outside(what is the weather 
like)?- Aaniin ezhiwebak agwajiing?
How old are you?- Aaniin endaso-bi-
boonagiziyan?
What are you called(name)?- Aaniin 
ezhinikaazoyan?
Where are you from?- Aandi wenjibaay-

an?
Where are you going?- Aandi ezhaayan?
Source: Source: www.ojibwe.org/home/
pdf/ojibwe_beginner_dictionary.pdf
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— Ojibwe Wordlist —

dagosidoon  ................contribute to something? 
Add something in

babinezi .....decay- as in a tree becoming rotten

gegwaanisagizid ..................... tyrannosaur Rex

ozaanaman ................................................. soil

ozaawaashkosiwe ................ grass turns golden

biigijiisag ......................... downed rotten wood

biigijiisagoog ..........plural downed rotten wood

manijoosh ..................a bug, an insect, a worm

miijim ....................................................... food

gaaskibag .......................................... dried leaf

ishwanjigan ...................................leftover food
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Find the Ojibwe words in the puzzle below

The new Onaabani-giizis begins March 8. This is the Hard Crust on the Snow Moon. Other names for this moon are Bebookwedaagime-giizis, the Snowshoe Breaking 
Moon; Aandego-giizis, Crow moon; Nika-giizis, the Goose Moon and Ziinsibaakwadooke-giizis, the Sugar Making Moon.

  Elk restoration will be a 
project of many years. If our 
study concludes there’s enough 
good elk habitat and public 
support, the next steps will 
include working with other 
partners like the DNR, county 
governments, conservation 
groups, and landowners for a 
restoration effort to be suc-
cessful. Based on recent elk 
restorations in Missouri and 
Virginia, returning wild elk 
to our region may cost $3-5 
million to complete. A source 
of elk free of diseases such as 
Chronic Wasting Disease and 
tuberculosis has to be found 
along with a state or tribal 
agency willing to supply them. 
Recent restoration attempts 
suggest where predators like 
wolves and bear are common, 
enough elk need to be released 
with the initial restoration in 
order for the herd to become 
established and grow. For this 
reason the division believes a 
local restoration attempt may 
need to start with 200-300 elk. 
The ultimate goal would be 
to restore this native animal 
to the point where the herd 
is self-sustaining and enough 
animals are available for FDL 
members to hunt each year for 
meat, hides, and antlers.  
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