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Chapter Five

Vocabulary

scrutiny 

somber

1. Why does Rufus refuse to go home after the gang of boys throw a bag of bottles at him? What future event does his behavior foreshadow?

2. For what reasons is Rufus angry with Janet for talking to the police?

3. What is the meaning of the following underlined slang phrases from the story?

‘Cause if you talk, it’s you the wagon’s carting off next time. (Pg. 38)



A block west, the small white taco stand Rufus had seen that afternoon was getting a big play. (Pg. 38)

Chapter Six

Vocabulary

brindled 

meticulous 

1. What does it mean to have “Gassed” hair?

2. Why does Rufus linger in Chang’s Grocery?

3. For what reasons does Rufus send Janet home alone?

4. Why does Rufus think he might have a chance against the Gassers?
