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Durango Street: Chapters 18 & 19

Chapter Eighteen

Vocabulary

mayhem – 

precariously – 

1. To what extent does Rufus trust his gang to execute the raid against Simon?

2. It is reasonable for the reader to expect that gang members, such as Rufus, would speak using slang words and phrases. However, most of Rufus’ dialogue in this novel is in normal English. Occasionally the author interjects some slang words to add interest and realism to the story. For example, in Chapter Fifteen Idell tells Rufus that “I swing withyou now. All the way.” (Pg. 104) Idell is using a slang phrase, “swing with you,” to let Rufus know that he accepts Rufus as the new leader and he will follow Rufus’ orders.

Find two examples of slang in this chapter. Indicate the meaning of each slang word or phrase you select.

Chapter Nineteen

Vocabulary

remorseless –

1. In short logical sentences, list the steps of Rufus’ battle plan. The first two sentences are done for you as an example. 

First, Rufus punches Simon causing Simon and his gang to chase Rufus and Whitey as they drive away.

Next, Rufus and Whitey get out of the car and lead Simon’s gang to a stretched out tripping wire.

2. What does Rufus tell his gang members to do if the police question them?
