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Durango Street: Chapters 15-17

Chapter Fifteen

Vocabulary

forge 

1. How do guys outgrow gangs?

2. Rufus believes that “you [the gang] had to fight to stay alive.” (Pg. 103) In what sense is his philosophy ironic?

3. As the new leader of the Moors, Rufus makes plans to take control over the Flats. The gang understands that these plans will include fighting. Describe Rufus’ strategy to keep his gang members from getting arrested after each fight.

Chapter Sixteen

Vocabulary

nettled 

1. What is Rufus’ Big Lawn Plan?

2. How do the Bloods and the Aztecs respond to Rufus’ plan?

Chapter Seventeen

Vocabulary

clannish – 

delving – 

dolorous – 

1. Why does Rufus refer to himself as the Black Panther? Hint: Review Chapter Fifteen.

2. The following excerpt from this chapter describes Alex. In what way does this description help the reader to understand that Alex is a man that Rufus may one day admire and respect?

Alex walked toward him, tall and narrow-hipped. His hands were huge, the hands of a

pass-catching end. He still maintained that irritating calmness, but the cop in him was

close to the surface now. (Pg. 112)

3. Why does Rufus want to go to war with Simon? 

4.  What does Alex say to try to stop the fight?

5. Discuss whether or not you think Rufus should listen to Alex’s advice on how to handle Simon.
