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Salem Witch Trials Video
1.  How many people were executed as witches?

2.  Why was it so easy for people to believe in witches?

3.  How did they prove someone to be a witch?

4.  What is “swimming a witch”?

5.  What was the goal of the Puritan colony?

6.  How many people lived in Salem village?

7.  Why were the Puritans scared of the woods?

8.  What is predestination?

9.  Why did people believe women were more likely to follow the devil?

10.  What year was the witch hunt in Salem?

11.  What caused the hunt?

12.  How many were accused?

13.  How does Tituba entertain the girls in her care?

14.  How did the girls begin acting that led to suspicion of involvement with the devil?


15.  Who were the first to be accused of witchcraft?  Why?

16.  What is a specter?  Why was it bad that this type of evidence was allowed in court?


17.  How would the girls act when the women denied being a witch?

18.  How was Tituba’s testimony different from the other accused women?

19.  Tituba said that nine people had signed the devil’s book.  What was the reaction of the town?

20.  How did the accusations begin to change?

21.  Who was the youngest of the accused? How old was she?

22.  Who was the first to be killed as a witch?

23.  What was the only way to save yourself if you were accused?

24.  Why would these young girls continue to accuse people?

25.  What did Reverend George Burroughs do at his execution that caused people to begin to doubt the witch-hunt?

26.  How was Giles Corey killed? Why?

27.  What caused people to stop believing the girls?

28.  Which of the accusers finally apologized?

29.  When were the remaining accused exonerated?

30.  The general thought of the court was “guilty until proven innocent” during the Salem witch trials.  Since then our court system has changed to a “innocent until proven guilty” philosophy.  Which of these philosophies do you think the court operates on today?  Explain.

