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The Crucible - Act Four Vocabulary
Define the following words.

1.    
     flask:

2.    
rile:

3.    
stench:

4.    
gaunt:

5.    
providence:

6.    
summon:

7.    
gibbet:

8.    
excommunication:

9.    
quavering:

10.    
beguile:

11.    
floundering:

12.    
reprieve:

13.    
retaliation:

14.    
statute:

15.    
adamant:

16.    
belie:

17.    
boundless:

18.    
penitence:
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The Crucible - Act Four Study Guide
1.    
 In the beginning of Act Four, how does the author indicate the passage of time?

2.    
Summarize the conversation between Herrick, Good, and Tituba.  What does this show about the mental state of the prisoners?

3.    
For what purpose does Reverend Hale return?

4.    
How do Danforth and Hathrone feel about Hale’s return?

5.    
What explanation does Cheever give for Parris’ nervous behavior?  Do you think this is the cause?  What else could cause Parris to act nervous?

6.    
What news of Abigail does Parris share with Danforth?

7.    
Why is the news regarding Abigail of particular concern to the court?

8.    
Rumors of rebellion in nearby Andover have worried Parris.  Why?  Of what is he afraid?  In your opinion, are his fears well founded?

9.    
Compare the previously executed prisoners with those remaining to be executed.  How do they differ?









10.    
Does Parris care about the souls of Rebecca, Martha, and John?  Why does he want them spared?










11.    
Why won’t Danforth pardon the prisoners?

12.    
It has been said that Danforth is more concerned with upholding the court than uncovering the truth.  What evidence supports that statement?

13.    
Describe Salem as it exists in Act Four.  What impact have the executions had on this village?



14.    
What does Reverend Hale mean when he says, “there is blood on my head!”?

15.    
For what reason is Elizabeth brought in to talk to John?

16.    
What news of Giles does Elizabeth share with John?

17.    
In addition to integrity, what other purpose did Giles have in not revealing his source of information?

18.    
Proctor tells Elizabeth that he is considering confessing because, “nothing’s spoiled by giving them this lie that were not rotten before.”  To what is he referring?  Do you agree with his logic?  Explain.

19.    
For what does Elizabeth apologize?

20.    
Why does Proctor decide to confess?

21.    
At first, Danforth is not satisfied with Proctor’s confession.  What other information does he want Proctor to give?  Why does Proctor refuse to cooperate with this wish?

22.    
Describe Rebecca’s reaction to John’s confession.  What keeps Rebecca from confessing?  What does this reveal about her character?

23.    
John doesn’t want his confession posted on the church door. Why?

24.    
Why does Proctor tear the confession?  What does this act signify?

25.    
Why is Parris frantic in the end of the play?  What does he fear?

26.    
Elizabeth closes the play with the following line: “He have his goodness now.  God forbid I take it from him.” What does she mean?  Do you agree with her?

27.    
How has Elizabeth changed from when we first met her?

28.    
Hale, like Parris, is visibly upset in the closing scene.  In what way does his sadness differ with that of Parris?

29.    
Do you think Elizabeth Proctor would confess if she were in her husband’s place?  Explain.

30.    
In the end, what is it that is of utmost importance to John Proctor?
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The Crucible - Act Four Journal
Choose one of the following to write a one page detailed journal.  Remember to include how your experiences relate to the play.

Write about a time when...



A.  You pretended to be something or someone you are not.



B.  You were afraid to admit you were wrong.

C.  You gave up something or someone important to you for a principle (what was right).









