 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Music in The Outsiders
In the novel, different groups emerge and Hinton distinguishes these groups by associating them with musicians of the time.  She relates The Beatles to the Socs, Elvis Presley to the Greasers, and Hank Williams Sr. To a rougher subculture of the Greasers.  In this lesson, students will get a chance to listen to songs by these and other artists and discuss the music as it relates to the groups and themes present in the novel.

1.  Discuss themes of forbidden love (Cherry says she could fall in love with Dally, Ponyboy’s feelings for Cherry, etc.); friendship (the Greasers); and social ostracism (the Socs feel ostracized from family, the Greasers are ostracized from the mainstream society).

2.  Listen to “Heartbreak Hotel” by Elvis Presley with copies of the lyrics.  Discuss: a) how this song may relate to theme of forbidden love (specifically Pony and Cherry).  B) Why would the Greasers relate to Elvis Presley? C) Could this fit the theme of ostracism?

3.  Listen to “You’ve Got to Hide Your Love Away” by The Beatles with copies of the lyrics.  Discuss a) how this song may relate to theme of forbidden love (specifically Pony and Cherry) 

b) why the Socs might relate to The Beatles

4. Listen to “I’m So Lonesome, I Could Cry” by Hank Williams, Sr with copies of the lyrics.  Discuss a) how this song might relate to theme of social ostracism (specifically concerning the Greasers) b) why the rougher Greasers may relate to Hank Williams, Sr.

5.  Listen to “Two of Us” by The Beatles with copies of the lyrics.  Discuss a) how this song may relate to the theme of friendship (especially that of Pony and Johnny)

6.  Listen to “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall” by Bob Dylan with copies of the lyrics.  Discuss      a) what theme may this song relate to? b) which group would relate to this song? 



7.  Listen to “My Generation” by The Who with copies of lyrics. Discuss      a) what theme may this song relate to? b) which group would relate to this song? 



8.  Have students work in small groups to choose 3 songs from today that relate to these three themes.  One song for each theme.  Lyrics and a written explanation of how the song fits is to be submitted for credit.

