One of your close friends or relatives is thinking about dropping out of high school.  What are you going to say to this person to encourage them to stay in school?

-OR-

You’re thinking about dropping out of high school.  A friend or teacher has asked you why.  How do you explain your decision to them?
1st Paragraph:  Introduction 

· Restating the writing prompt in your own words

· Give an overview of dropping out
· Include a fact or statistic about drop outs

-  List your three reasons why you shouldn’t drop out or why you’re going to
2nd Paragraph:  Reason #1

· Restate the first reason
· Use phrases like “the most important reason” or “the first reason”

· Explain the reason
· How is this reason going to affect you positively or negatively
3rd Paragraph:  Reason #2

· Restate the second reason
· Use words such as “Next” or “Secondly”

· Explain the reason
· How is this reason going to affect you positively or negatively
4th Paragraph:  Reason #3

· Restate the third reason
· Use words such as “Finally” or “Third”

· Explain the reason
· How is this reason going to affect you positively or negatively
5th Paragraph:  Conclusion

· Use phrases such as “In summary” or “In conclusion”

· Why is it important to stay in school or drop-out
· Restate your three reasons
